
— Pursuing a Conservation Agreement — 

KATY PRAIRIE CONSERVANCY

5615 Kirby Drive, Suite 867

Houston, Texas 77005

katyprairie.org

713-523-6135

info@katyprairie.org

M I S S I O N :
 

The mission of the Katy Prairie Conservancy 
(KPC) is to protect a sustainable portion of 
the Katy Prairie for the benefit of its wildlife 
and all Texans forever.

L O N G - T E R M  G O A L S :

–  to protect between 30,000 - 50,000 acres 
of the Katy Prairie;

–  to provide access and programming to allow 
the public to enjoy the Katy Prairie;

–  to manage protected land to preserve and 
enhance its natural resources;

–  to restore and improve habitat for wildlife

–  to offer programs that educate the public 
on the importance of conserving the 
prairie;

–  to conduct and facilitate research that helps 
KPC achieve its mission; and,

–  to involve a broad spectrum of 
organizations and individuals to meet 
KPC’s objectives.

When you place a conservation agreement on your land, you continue 
to enjoy the ranch or farm for decades to come, knowing it will  

be protected even when passed down within the family  
or sold to another conservation-minded buyer. 

P R O T E C T
Y O U R  L A N D

F O R E V E R
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W H O  I S  T H E 

K AT Y  P R A I R I E  C O N S E R V A N C Y ?

Since 1992, the Katy Prairie Conservancy (KPC) has 
been protecting wetlands, prairie, and agricultural lands 
in Texas for people and for wildlife. 

Every year, more and more of the coastal prairie is 
transformed into residential and commercial devel-
opment, and the opportunity to preserve the coastal 
prairie as a natural resource is forever lost. As a land 
trust, KPC is focused on its primary mission to 
preserve at least 30,000 contiguous 
acres on the prairie. KPC is making 
significant progress toward this 
goal, with over 20,000 acres 
now protected through outright 
acquisition, conservation 
agreements, purchased 
development rights, and 
cooperative agreements 
with local governments.

W H AT  I S  A  C O N S E R V AT I O N  A G R E E M E N T ?

Not all landowners want to sell their land, but many want 
to ensure that they preserve their land forever – whether 
for their families, future generations, or future buyers. 
A conservation agreement is a voluntary legal agreement 
between a landowner and a qualified land trust to protect 
the conservation values of a property, which may include 
the natural habitats of fish, wildlife, and plants, or the 
preservation of open space – including farms, ranches, 
pasture land, or forest. After an agreement is entered, the 
land trust will visit at least once a year to ensure that the 
terms of the agreement are being met.

When you place a conservation agreement on your land, you 
continue to enjoy the ranch or farm for decades to come, 
knowing it will be protected even when passed down within 
the family. For some, the peace of mind and the preservation 
aspect of the conservation agreement is important. Should 
future family members want to sell at some later time, the 
land can be sold with the agreement in place and future 
owners will be bound by the terms of the agreement. For 
others, the federal income and estate tax benefits of a 
conservation agreement are important. Your legal and 

tax professionals can provide you with more specific 
information on the financial benefits of a conservation 
agreement; KPC is unable to offer legal or tax advice. 

H O W  D O  W E  R E A C H  A N  A G R E E M E N T ?

When thinking about entering into a conservation 
agreement, it is important to know your and your family’s 
goals. It is also important to find a match with the right land 
trust to make sure that you share common goals, as this will 
be a long-term relationship. Each conservation agreement 
is uniquely tailored for each property and designed to meet 
the needs of the individual landowner and the conservation 
agreement holder.

•  Conservation agreements can be donated. A donated 
conservation easement may qualify as a charitable 
contribution under IRS regulations.

•  You may participate in programs designed to protect 
certain habitats (such as grasslands or wetlands), which 
may result in funding of the conservation agreement.

•  KPC may purchase development rights from 
you. This arrangement is dependent on 
KPC obtaining funds from donors 
to fulfill its mission of 
protecting the prairie. 

W H AT  I S  N E X T ?

If you are interested in pursuing a 

conservation agreement with KPC or 

want to learn more about  

KPC’s programs to preserve land,  

we would be happy to meet  

with you and your advisors.

P L E A S E  C O N TA C T  U S  AT 

7 1 3 - 5 2 3 - 6 1 3 5  O R  V I A  E M A I L  AT

I N F O @ K AT Y P R A I R I E . O R G

JOIN US! Katy Prairie Conservancy is a non-profit organization 
supported by financial contributions from individuals like you. Join us as 
we work to protect and enhance the Katy Prairie for people and wildlife. 

— Give today at www.katyprairie.org/donate —  

Photography by: Pat Conner, Mike Kelley, Mac Womack, Frank Farese, 
Ashley Unbehagen, Jaime Gonzalez, Christine Mansfield, Carolyn Fannon 
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